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t ha
d be

en the ma
in street in the 17th and 18th centuries. 	
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h
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Belfast is a city built during and 
heavily influenced by the Plantation 
of Ulster, a period during which, 
for political and economic reasons, 
many Protestants from Scotland 
and England, resettled to the North 
of Ireland, largely displacing the 
local population. 

Quelling the former Gaelic 
stronghold of Ulster and forever 
changing the linguistic and 
demographic makeup of this island.

Belfast was one of the epicentres of 
this movement, and at a first glance 
one may think that there is little 
left of the pre-plantation Belfast. 
However, the Irish language and 
legacy is forever ingrained in the 
fabric of this city and island. The 
language lives on in place names, 
surnames and even Irish vernacular 
slang, even the name of the capital 
of the Northern state has Gaelige 
origins, ‘Beal Féirste’ meaning ‘the 
mouth of the sand bank’.

‘The irrational and often misguided 
fear of anything that represents a 
unified and shared Irish culture, 
often displayed through the 
unwillingness to understand/learn  
the native language of this land.’

   
  are named after members of the family. For example:  	 	 	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

  N
ot surprisingly many streets in the newer parts of the city  

SQUIRE’S HILL is named after Sir 

Arthur’s first agent; OLDPARK was once 

the family deer park. MAY STREET and

MAY’S MARKETS were named in honour of 

the second Marquis’s wife’s family.

DONEGALL STREET; DONEGALL PLACE

DONEGALL ROAD DONEGALL PASS

DONEGALL PARK AVENUE DONEGALL SQUARE
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L

P
A

R
A

D
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A
R

T
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R
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R
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E
T

CHICHESTER STREET CHICHESTER PARK

A
L

F
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E
D

S
T

R
E

E
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,; R
O

S
E

M
A

R
Y

S
T

R
E

E
T

H
O

W
A

R
D

S
T

R
E

E
T

; A
N

D
; A

N
N

S
T

R
E

E
T

At first glance one may think 

that there is little left of the 

pre-plantation Belfast. Yet many 

of the Irish names were retained 

for different districts 

engulfed by the town in 

the nineteenth century.

	
	

	
	

Anglicised names such as these are
 pre

sent
 in 

ever
y co

rner
 of 

the 
city

.

Sruthán Mili
s
 
‘
t
h
e
 

SRUTHÁN  M I L I S  ‘t
h
e
 
s
w
e
e
t
 

stream’ is S
T

R
A

N
M

IL
L

IS
.

Cromóige is C R O M A C S T R E E T at the end of the 

Ard  E
o in
 or ‘Eoin’s Height’      	

  
  
i
s ARDOYNE in the North.

D ubha i s
, 
‘B

la
ck R

idg
e’
 b

e
c
a
m
e
 

D
IV

IS
.

O R M E A U R O A D which is a unqiue outlier in 

Belfast,
named after what is now Ormeau 

Park its
 name comes from the French, 

meaning 
the ‘elms by the water’.

Th
e 

ANTRIM

R
O

A
D
 i
s 
na
me
d 
af
te
r 

Aontro im
, 
w h
i
c
h
 
me
an
s 
‘t
he
 l
on
e 

ri
dg
e’
.

C r o m g h l i n n or
 
‘
C
r
o
ok

e
d
 

 G
l
e
n
’
 
i
s
 
t
h
e
 

C
R

U
M

L
IN

R
O

A D .

LISBURN
ROAD 

is
 a

n 
an
gl
ic

is
ed

  
		

	

	

ve
rs
io

n 
of

 L i os  na  g
Cearrbhach.

The suburb of L I G O N E I L 
Lag  a n  Ao i l , means ‘the 		

	
hollow of the lime’.

B A L L Y H A C K A M ORE in t
he eas

t, i
s fr

om I
rish

 

   B a i l e  a n  C h a ca m a i r .

G
IL

N
AHIRK or G i o l l a  N a  H a d h a i r c e,  

m
e
a
ns ‘hill of the horn blower’.

M a i g h  Ló n became MALONE,  

meaning, ‘plain of lambs’

FALLS ROAD is from t ú at h  n a  b h Fá l

meaning, ‘territory of enclosures’

While its unlikely to see any 

dual-language signage on the 

SHANKILL, even this heartland is 

derived from S ea n c h i l l, 

meaning ‘Old Church’.

	
	

E
v
e
r
y
d
a
y
 
w
e
 
w

alk past forgotten names with our history hidden behind language.
Even the

 R I V E R LAGAN 

h
a
s
 
G
a
e
i
l
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e 
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, 
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o
m
 Ab h a i n n  a n  L a g á i n m

e

aning
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h
e
 
r
i
v
e
r
 

of  t
h
e
 
f
l
at

 la
nds

.

Cave hill was also histo
rica

lly
 ca

lled
 B E N M A D I G AN, from Irish: 

Beann Mhada
gá

in, ‘
Madagá

n’
s 
pe

ak
’,
 a

ft
er
 
a
 
k
i
n
g
 
o
f
 
U
l
s
t
e
r
 
c
a
l
l
e
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M
a
d
a
g
á
n
.

Th
e
 
crowni

n
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C
h
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e
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1
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In t
he 1

880s HERCULES STREET was widened and renamed to ROYAL AVENUE.

C
O

R
P

O
R

A
T

IO
N

STREET, was bu
ilt as the city’s new thoroughfare.
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T
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r
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t
h
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c
i
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t
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D
u
b
l
i
n
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Housin
g est

ate
s b

ega
nd 

to 
spr

ing
 

up aro
und t

he 
cit

y, 
the

ir 
nam

es 

are of
ten t

hem
ed 

in 
clu

ste
rs.

 a
 b
ib
li
ca
l 
th
em
e.

Th
e 
Ho
ly
la
nd
s 
ha
s

CAIRO STREET
DAMASCUS STREETJERUSALEM STREETPALESTINE STREETCARMEL STREET

For examp
l
e
,
 
o
n
 
t
h
e
 
O
l
d
p
a
r
k
 
R
o
a
d
,
 
s
r
r
e
e
t
s
 
a
r
e
 
n
a
m
e
d
 
a
f
ter towns and rivers.

FOYLE STREET w
ere

 na
med

 af
ter

 ri
ver

s.

Whi
le 

SHANNON STREET, BANN STREET

BALLYCLARE ST, BALLYNURE ST,BALLYCASTLE ST, BALLYMENA ST,
& BALLYMONEY ST, were named 
after towns in Co Antrim.

Whil
e St

reet
s in

 

Sail
orto

wn l
ooke

d 

back
 at 

Belf
ast’

s 

mari
time

 his
tory

. NEW
DOCK

ST

MARINE
ST

SHIP
ST

FLEET
ST

DOCK
STPILOT

ST

The Lisburn Road’s tree lines avenues are named after Viceroys.

CAMDEN ST
FITZWILLIAM ST

WELLESLEY AVENUE

WELLINGTON PARK

Arthur Chichester was in charge of 
the Plantation of Ulster and he was 
therefore determined to set a good 
example in Belfast. His successors 
were the Earls of Donegall (after 
the Inishowen acquisition) and until 
George Augustus Chichester, the 
second Marquis, blew the family 
fortune on horses and women at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, 
virtually all of the town was owned 
by the Chichesters.

By the turn of  the  century 
Bel fast  was I re land’s  largest  c i ty, 
outnumber ing Dubl in  by a lmost 
50 ,000 res idents .  A bust l ing 
port  and manufactur ing centre , 
Bel fast  was an industr ia l  out l ier 
in  a  s tubbornly  rura l  nat ion,  and 
at  one s tage the fastest  growing 
urban agglomerat ion in  the  Uni ted 
Kingdom. Thus many s t reets  bui l t  a t 
th is  t ime chose names proc la iming 
the c i ty ’s  loyal ty  to  the  Crown.

The old Belfast  City Walls.

Cave Hill.

Lagan Bridges

Scottish 

Provident  

Building

C
H
A
P
T
E
R
 
O
N
E

F
A
D
A
P
H
O
B
I
A



With an asphalt noose around its 
neck, the city would soon wither 
from its former glory, with many 
historic buildings demolished to 
make way for the automobile. The 
wisdom and hope of the planners 
of previous centuries had done little 
to predict the influx of automobiles, 
with surface car parks and smog now 
solidly occupying the city core. 

Intertwined with modern day private 
‘investment’ schemes such as the 
Tribeca in the Inner North, which 
have further progressed dilapidation 
and destruction. We now walk the 
ruins of our former great city, and 
watch the burned out husks of our 
history collapsing around us.  
 
 

Many at notable historic buildings 
in the city are at risk from decay and 
demolition, surving the Second World 
War, urban renewal and decades of 
troubles. The final nail in their coffin 
seems to be private developers with 
no interest to change the city for the 
better. Belfast’s historic and cultural 
heritage is demolished to make way 
for car parks or cookie cutter housing 
developments. 

It is hard to believe that there are 
many who take pride in this city, 
even more our leaders who are 
seemingly indifferent to allow such a 
architectural tragedy. It is no wonder 
many people give up and leave the 
city forever.

While the onset of civil unrest in 
Ulster and the decline of the ship 
building industry to some extent 
quelled the further development of 
Belfast City. In 1906s the Stormont 
government aimed to prove itself 
as a modern and functional state, 
drafted many rebuilding and 
improvement schemes. 

Following in the footsteps of the 
Corporation the Belfast Urban Project 
was another plan of ‘Urban Renewal’. 
With a motorway cutting through 
the city flanked by high-rise flats. It 
was intended to improve the living 
conditions, but the 1960s utopia 
rarely materialised.

Housing has always been a 
contentious element of Northern 
Ireland’s politics, from voting tied 
based on land ownership to the 
unfair allocation of council houses 
based on religious background. 

The Belfast Urban Project was no 
different, aimed to redevelop many 
of the inner city’s substandard 
housing estates. Unable to escape 
the ever present division and unrest, 
future decades would see the 
downfall of the project and new build 
high rise estates such as the Divis 
and Unity Flats. With the Westlink 
isolating these communities, who are 
still suffering to this day.

There have always been divisions in 
Belfast, lines between people, between 
religions, nationalities, communities, 
languages. They became even more real 
during the partition of Ireland, when 
previously arbitrary county borders 
became a national boundary. Villages, 
families, streets divided the island, 
and Belfast was no different. 

In the aftermath of the Civil Rights 
Marches, unrest rose in the capital. 
Tensions boiled  between communities, 
neighbours turned on neighbours. 
The Burning of Bombay Street 1969 
was a turning point for the once mixed 
neighbourhoods of Belfast. Sectarianism 
forced people to move and streets were 
divided along ‘Peace Lines’. 
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ENGLISH STREET

CINNAMOND STREET
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C O M M U N I T Y 
A N D 
M O T O R W A Y S NEW

D
O

CKSTREET

M
ARIN

E

SH IP

FL

EET

DOCK STREETS

T

TREET

STREESTR

EE
T

PI

L
O

T

CORPO

RATION

NORTH

BOUNDARY

S TREET

M
ELI T

S

EE

T

STREE

TREE

STR

SHER

OLD

H
A

N
N

BROOK

LODGE

ROAD OVER

ISRAEL

CALI FORNIA

BROAD

BENT

CAV

DAG

OU

MA

R

R

STR

STR

STR

TRE

ST

TR

EE
T

E
E

T

T

S

T

A div ided c ity
belongs to no one.

T
h

e
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e
s
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o
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e
d
 and div ided the Fal ls  and S

h
a
n
k
i l l .

The M
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d
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n
c
e
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ora

t io
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tr
eet.
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Concrete and cars o
n

 th
e

 L
a

g
a

n
.

The Protestant  
S H A N K I L L R O A D and  
the Cathol ic F A L L S were  
once t ight  n it  mixed 
communit ies,  are now  
d iv ided by a peace l ine.
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Urban planners of the 1960s 
envisioned a network of motorways 
to complement the construction 
of high-rise projects, embedding 
a car dependency deep into the 
city’s veins. However, due to local 
resistance and financial constraints, 
only the network was only 
 partially constructed.  
 
The gouge formed by the Westlink 
motorway isolates the city centre 
and perpetuates socio-economic 
challenges in the surrounding areas. 
Acting as a prominent scar on the 
urban landscape, this infrastructure 
serves as a de facto peace line, 
intentionally designed to reduce the 
need for military checkpoints in this 
part of the city.

 
 
 

This was a further blow for the inner 
city and its working class areas. Many 
of which, such as Sailortown, named 
after the Belfast’s maritime history, or 
the lower Shankill, were wiped from 
the map. Endless streets of families, 
businesses and history, demolished 
to make way for lanes of traffic. 

With an asphalt noose around its 
neck, Belfast would soon wither from 
its former glory, with many historic 
buildings demolished. 

The hope of the planners of previous 
centuries had done little to predict 
the influx of automobiles, with 
surface car parks and smog now 
solidly occupying the city core. 
What is a city without its people?

 
 
 

West Belfast Peace Wall

Divis Tower

The route of the 

Cuper Way peace line.

The New  
Lodge Estate.

The Westlink at Townsend 
Church.

The Lagan  
Motorway Bridge.
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BELFAST CONFETTI

Suddenly as the riot squad moved in, 	
	 it was raining exclamation marks,

Nuts, bolts, nails, car-keys.  
	 A fount of broken type. 

And the explosion Itself—an asterisk 
	 on the map. This hyphenated line,  
	 a burst of rapid fire…

I was trying to complete a sentence in my 			 
head, but it kept stuttering.

All the alleyways and side-streets 
	 blocked with stops and colons.

I know this labyrinth so well—Balaclava, 			 
	 Raglan, Inkerman, Odessa Street—

Why can’t I escape? Every move is punctuated. 		
	 Crimea Street. Dead end again.

A Saracen, Kremlin-2 mesh. 
	 Makrolon face-shields. Walkie-talkies. 

What is My name? Where am I coming from? 			
	 Where am I going? 
	 A fusillade of question marks.

Ciaran Carson, 
from Belfast Confetti (1989)

All  the beauty burned out or  demol ished for  car  parks.


