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Understanding Belfast

as Gaeilge

| experimented with different
layout and overlay options of

type to create a understandable

view of the similarity between
Irish and English names of
areas in Belfast.

Furthermore as a source
material for this project |
included in my research
several books, including "Place
names in Ulster" by Jonathan
Brandon and "History of Ireland
in Maps" by Pat Liddy. To better
understand the history and
topics behind the project.

Fadaphobia

belfast as gaeilge

Suddenly as the riot squad moved in, it
was raining exclamation marks,

Nuts, bolts, nails, car-keys. A fount of
broken type. And the explosion

Itself—an asterisk on the map. This
hyphenated line, a burst of rapid fire...

| was trying to complete a sentence in my
head, but it kept stuttering.

All the alleyways and side-streets blocked
with stops and colons.

| know this labyrinth so well—Balaclavaq,
Raglan, Inkerman, Odessa Street—

Why can’t | escape? Every move is
punctuated. Crimea Street. Dead end
again.

A Saracen, Kremlin-2 mesh. Makrolon face-
shields. Walkie-talkies. What is

My name? Where am | coming from?
Where am | going? A fusillade of question
marks.

—Ciaran Carson, from Belfast Confetti
(1989)
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Concept Printing

Printing my project throughout
was crucial to the development
as it helped me understand
scale and narrative flow.
Furthermore it was easier to get
feedback, as a project of this
scale was difficult to understand
on a small screen.







()
T
o
=
o
A
U
L
|
O
-
<
U
o
()
A
>
U
1S
<

O
T
<
m
r
o
-
=
m
=
-

GeomorphicTypography

In illustrative elements, which
emphasis the city’s intricate
network of lines and streets

to articulate their story, this

is intended to create a link
between people, place and their
story.

......
.

LIPS
..........

.....
,,,,,,
. .
.....

...........
» .o
.....
........



o .
..........

.
. .. )
...............

oo e
. .
o ®

e

.@&5.\

o Ulwy

e, s
L
.



w
O
-
A
o
=
-]
o
=
)
m
X
LY
m
A
o
=
m
=
-]
>
-]
o
o
=

m
X
LY
m
A
-
=
m
=
-
>
-
-
o
=

Cover Elements

| explored various 3D techniques
to enhance the project with an
added dimension and a tactile
quality.

For the front cover of the
specification, | aimed to
create a custom page using
3D printing with inset graphic
elements. However, when this
approach did notyield the
expected results, | opted for
an alternative that allowed for
protruding elements instead.
This adaptation imbues the
cover with a tactile quality
that strengthens the project's
connection between people,
place, and story.

3D Campaign Elements

3D Promotional Campaign
Initially, | experimented with
incorporating 3D elements as
part of the project's promotional
materials, envisioning them
as small, collectible souvenirs.
These included 3D printed
models of various Belfast
buildings, crafted in semi-
transparent red plastic.

£
:




75 x 75 mm
Miniature 3D printed model
of historic building

Miniature model placed on
display with relevant
cartographic text, as part
of a preservation/ historical
awareness campaign.
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Concertina Concept

Initially, | explored a traditional
layout using two ten-page
concertina booklets housed in
a small box. However, | realised
early on that this format did
not adequately highlight the
artwork, as viewers tended not
to unfold the entire publication
simultaneously.
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“The irrational ahd often misglided
fear of anything that represents a
unified and shared Irish culture,
often displayed through the
unwillingness to understand/learn
the native language of this land.’
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BELFASTICONFETTI

Suddenly as the rioysquad moved in,
itwas raining exelamation marks,

Nuts, bolts, nails, car-keys.
fount of broken type.

And the explosion ielf—an asterisk
. yphenated line,
a bursl of rapld ﬁre .

Iwas trying to complete a sentence in my
head, but it kept stuttering.

All the alleyways andside-streets
blocked with Stops and colons.

o this lebyrinth so
‘Raglan, Inkerman, Odose

Why can't | escape? Every move is punctuated.

rimea Street. Dead end again.

A Saracen, Kremlin-2 mesh.
Makrolon face-shields. Walkie-talkies.

What is My name?Where - am | coming from?
Where am | goin
Afusillade of quesuen marks.

Ciaran Car:
fiom Beitast Confeti (1989)

Lagan Brigges

Belfast is a city built during and

Be\'ast was one of the epicentres of

heavil y the Plant n
of Ulster, a period during which,

for political and economic reasons,
many Protestants from Scotland
and England, resettled to the North
of Ireland, largely displacing the
local population.

Quelling the former Gaelic
stronghold of Ulster and forever
changing the linguistic an

demographic makeup of s istand.

at a first glance
one may think ot there is it

left of the pre-plantation Belfast.
However, the Irish language and
legacy is forever ingrained in the
fabric of this city and island. The
language lives on in place names,
surnames and even Irish vernacular
slang, even the name of the capital
of the Northern state has Gaellge
origins, ‘Beal Fémsce’ meaning ‘the
mouth of the sand bank’.

Arthur Chichester was in charge of
the Plantation of Ulster and he was
therefore determined to set a good
example in Belfast. His successors
were the Earls of Donegall (after

the Inishowen acquisition) and until
George Augustus Chichester, the
second Marquis, blew the family
fortune on horsés and women at the
beginning of the nineteenth century,
virtually all of the town was owned
by the Chichesters.
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By the turn of the century
Belfast was Ireland’s largest city,
outnumbering Dublin by almost
50,000 residents. A bustling

port and manufacturing centre,
Belfast was an industrial outlier
in a stubbornly rural nation, and
at one stage the fastest growing
urban agglomeration in the Unite
Kingdom. Thus many streets built at
this time chose names proclaiming
the city’s loyalty to the Crown
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The old Bej
City warle Ifast

Scottish
Provident
Building

There have always been divisions in
Belfast, lines between people, between
religions, nationalities, communities,
languages. They became even more real
during the partition of Ireland, when
previously arbitrary county borders

In the aftermath of the Civil Rights
Marches, unrest rose in the capital.
Tensions boiled between communities,
neighbours turned on neighbours.

The Burning of Bombay Street 1969
was a turning point for the once mixed

became a national boundary. Villages, neighbourhoods of Belfast. Sectarianism

forced people to move and streets were
divided along ‘Peace Lines".

families, streets divided the island,
and Belfast was no different

Divis Flats

U

URBAN

RENEWAL

The routoof the RESULTED

Cuper Way peace line- IN A LOSS OF

COMMUNITY

A N D

SENSE  OF

BELONGING

F o R

CITIZENS

M A N Y

HISTORIC

WORKING

The Protestant AREAS WERE
BIMEIIH![! 0Eng and D E M O
e Catholic 05 were While the onset of civil unrest in Housing has always been a LISHED
once tight nit mixed Ulster and the decline of the ship contentious element of Northern FOR NEW
communities. are now building industry to some extent Ireland's politics, from voting tied HIGHRISE
divided by a peace line. quelled the further development of based on land ownership to the PROJECTS
Belfast City. In 1906s the Stormont unfair allocation of council houses COMMUNITY

government aimed to prove itself based on religious background. A N D

as a modern and functional state, MOTORWAYS

The Belfast Urban Project was no
different, aimed to redevelop many
of the inner city’s substandard
Following in the footsteps of the housing estates. Unable to escape
Corporation the Belfast Urban Project  the ever present division and unrest,
was another plan of ‘Urban Renewal’. ~ future decades would see the

drafted many rebuilding and
improvement schemes.

With a motorway cutting through downfall of the project and new build

the city flanked by high-rise flats. It high rise estates such as the Divis

was intended to improve the living  and Unity Flats. With the Westlink

conditions, but the 1960s utopia isolating these communities, who are
West Belfasy rarely materialised. still suffering to this day

Peace waj
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This was a further blow for the inner
city and its working class areas. Many
of which, such as Sailortown, named
after the Belfast's maritime history, or
the lower Shankill, were wiped from
the map. Endless streets of families,
businesses and history, demolished
to make way for lanes of traffic.

Urban planners of the 1960s
envisioned a network of motorways
to complement the construction

of high-rise projects, embedding

a car dependency deep into the
city’s veins. However, due to local
resistance and financial constraints,
only the network was only

New.Lodge
partially constructed.

'With an asphalt noose around its
neck, Belfast would soon wither from
its former glory, with many historic
buildings i

The gouge formed by the Westlink
motorway isolates the city centre
" ! !

an
challenges in the surrounding areas.
Acting as a prominent scar on the
urban landscape, this infrastructure
serves as a de facto peace line,
intentionally designed to reduce the
need for military checkpoints in this
part of the city.

The hope of the planners of previous
centuries had done little to predict
the influx of automobiles, with
surface car parks and smog now
solidly occupying the city core.
What is a city without its people?

The New
Lodge Estate.

The Westlink at Townsend
Chu

ch.

NEW LODGE
NEW LODGE
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NEW LODGE
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A divided city
belongs to no one.
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With an asphalt noose around its
neck, the city would soon wither

from its former glory, with many
historic buildings demolished to
make way for the automobile. The
wisdom and hope of the planners

of previous centuries had done little
to predict the influx of automobiles,
with surface car parks and smog now
solidly occupying the city core.

Intertwined with modern day private
‘investment’ schemes such as the
Tribeca in the Inner North, which
have further progressed dilapidation
and destruction. We now walk the
ruins of our former great city, and
watch the burned out husks of our
history collapsing around us.

The Lagan
Motorway Bridge.

Many at notable historic buildings
in the city are at risk from decay and
demolition, surving the Second World
War, urban renewal and decades of
troubles. The final nail in their coffin
seems to be private developers with
no interest to change the city for the
better. Belfast's historic and cultural
heritage is demolished to make way
for car parks or cookie cutter housing
developments.

Itis hard to believe that there are
many who take pride in this city,
even more our leaders who are
seemingly indifferent to allow such a
architectural tragedy. It is no wonder
many people give up and leave the
city forever.
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